Henley on Thames u3a: Minutes of the 42nd AGM
Held on 8 April 2026 at 2 pm at Sacred Heart Church Hall, Henley
Committee members present: 
Chairman: Charles Whittaker (stepping down)
New chairman: Keith Appleby
Membership Secretary: Ros Whittaker
Treasurer: Charles Whittaker
Vice Chair: Gareth Edwards (outgoing)
Vice Chair: Sally Jacob (incoming)
Talks Organiser: Nicky Emms
Groups Coordinator: Terry Kenyon (outgoing)
Groups Coordinator: Bridget Collins (incoming)
Secretary: Darius Halpern (incoming)
   
Apologies
Tony Fox, Aurora Acone, Lynette Hawkins, Maggie Couston, Sarah Aston, Victoria Benning, Gwen Wilding, Michael Starkey, Elizabeth Jane Starkey, Richard Phillips, Alyth Black, Gill Hegarty, Julie Seary, Julia Whitelaw, Jan Bishop, Bobb Brown, Pam Lincoln, Barbara Phipps, Elizabeth Holt, Wendy Nicholson, Jill Walker, Pat Cobb, Denise Waring, Sandy Price
Minutes of last AGM
Approval of the Minutes of the 41st AGM (2025) was approved by a show of hands.
Chairman’s Report (Charles)
Charles Whittaker is stepping down after an active and long service with the u3a. There are now over 30 Henley u3a groups and around 300 members. 
Charles thanked the committee, singling out Terry (Groups Coordinator) for special mention and noting her energetic approach. Also commended was Jacqueline Berghouse, who has taken over the editorship of the Newsletter; and Keith Appleby as Website Manager. 
Other committee members stepping down are Lin Taylor (Publicity),; Lynette Hawkins, (Secretary); and Aurora Acone, Treasurer. Aurora will continue to do accounting/book keeping work for the u3a.  
Charles also thanked group leaders generally for their work “on the coal face”. He noted that the new singing group and the art workshops had proved to be popular.
Charles thanked the audience for recommending Henley u3a to their friends, thus swelling the membership figures.
And finally, Charles thanked Henley Town Council and Henley Library for their support, and for providing meeting venues.
Treasurer’s report
Henley u3a’s bank balance is up above £10,000, largely driven by art workshop receipts.
Election of new committee members
Our new chairman, Keith Appleby, was established in the post. Proposed by Susan Hunt and seconded by Jeanne Nichols.
Sally Jacob, Vice Chair, was proposed by Nicky Emms and seconded by Joan Clark.
Any other business
Charles Whittaker was thanked for his huge contribution towards Henley u3a, and was presented with two gifts: a book token and a parcel of wine.
Keith Appleby addressed the audience, saying that the success of Henley u3a depends on the efforts and participation of its members. We need more active, less passive, members. Ask yourself what you can do to help!
At the end of the meeting Kaye McArthur was voted in as Publicity Co-ordinator, proposed by Sally Jacob and seconded by Darius Halpern.
The AGM ended at 2.30 pm, and refreshments were served before a talk presented by Alan Fitzgerald.  
   
  
